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SENATE RESOLUTION 110
By  Kyle

A RESOLUTION to create a special committee to study the
ramifications and fiscal impact of the
"Tennessee Pay Telephone Consumers' Equity
Act of 1998”.

WHEREAS, the "Tennessee Pay Telephone Consumer's Equity Act of 1998" prohibits

the State of Tennessee from entering into any contract with a provider of coin-operated

telephone services that charges any consumer more than twenty-five cents (25¢) per local call;

and

WHEREAS, the act also prohibits the following entities from receiving certain funds

allocated to the entity under state law, if such entity enters into any contract with a provider of

coin-operated telephone services that charges any consumer more than twenty-five cents (25¢)

per local call:

(1) a local government would not receive any state-shared taxes;

(2) an airport authority would not receive any petroleum tax allocations; and

(3) a school system would not receive any Better Education Program (BEP)

funds; and

WHEREAS, in American society today, ready and affordable access to telephone

services is a necessity, not a convenience, for purposes of communication, safety, business,

commerce and many other daily priorities; and
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WHEREAS, the "Tennessee Pay Telephone Consumers' Act of 1998" is thus an

important initiative to protect Tennessee consumers from excessive charges for coin-operated

telephone services; and

WHEREAS, while the purpose of such legislation is indeed worthy, its enactment could

possibly jeopardize local government revenues, and therefore the language and penalties

prescribed by the act should be thoroughly examined and studied, and possibly fine-tuned; and

WHEREAS, one of the most important functions of state government is to protect the

constitutional rights and best interests of consumers, and this matter is most certainly deserving

of this Body's careful consideration; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE-HUNDREDTH GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, That there is hereby created a special

committee to study the ramifications and the impact on revenues collected by state and local

governments, school systems and airport authorities, as well as the impact on consumers of the

"Tennessee Pay Telephone Consumers' Equity Act of 1998" and to also study all other pertinent

topics related to coin-operated and/or other pay telephone services.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special committee shall be composed of the

following members, to be appointed by the Speaker of the Senate:

one (1) member of the Senate Commerce, Labor and Agriculture Committee;

one (1) member of the Senate Education Committee;

one (1) member of the Senate State and Local Government Committee;

one (1) member of the Senate Finance, Ways, and Means Committee; and

three (3) other interested members of the Senate.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That all appropriate state agencies shall provide

assistance to the special committee upon request by the chair.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special committee shall be convened by the

member with the most years of continuous service in the General Assembly.  At its first meeting,
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the special committee shall elect a chair, vice-chair, and such other officers that the committee

deems necessary.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That all legislative members of the special committee

who are duly elected members of the General Assembly shall remain members of such

committee until the committee reports its findings and recommendations to the General

Assembly.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special committee shall timely report its findings

and recommendations, including any proposed legislation or interim reports, to the One-

Hundred First General Assembly no later than February 1, 1999, at which time the committee

shall cease to exist.


